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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 20, 2011 

 

 Today, the Iowa Ethics and Campaign Disclosure Board announced it has directed its 
staff to begin an investigation into whether Peninsula Gaming, LLC violated any laws the 
Board has jurisdiction to enforce.  Under Iowa Code section 68A.502, “it is unlawful to make a 
contribution or expenditure in the name of another person, and a person shall not knowingly 
accept a contribution or expenditure made by one person in the name of another.”  The Board 
reviewed allegations that Peninsula Gaming gave $25,000 to certain individuals who then 
contributed the same amount of money to Governor Culver’s campaign committee.     

 James Albert, Chairman of the Board, explained the Board made its decision to 
commence its own full and independent investigation in light of Special Prosecutor Lawrence 
Scalise dropping criminal charges against Peninsula Gaming, Martin Brent Stevens, the 
company’s chief executive and Jonathan Swain, the company’s chief operating officer.  The 
Board voted unanimously on May 19, 2011 to direct its staff to begin an investigation.  
Executive Director and Legal Counsel Megan Tooker will lead the investigation with assistance 
from the Board’s auditors.   

 The Board’s mission is to foster the public trust and confidence in government by 
ensuring the integrity of political campaigns.  The Board has independent jurisdiction over any 
alleged violation of the State’s campaign finance laws found in Chapter 68A of the Iowa Code. 
Ms. Tooker explained, “given the seriousness of the allegations, the Board members felt it was 
imperative that they satisfy themselves and more importantly the public as to what transpired 
with respect to these campaign contributions.”  Board Chairman Albert told Board members 
“the public deserves an independent investigation into these allegations.”  The Ethics and 
Campaign Disclosure Board is composed of six members, balanced by political affiliation, and 
responsible for ensuring that all political campaign contributions and expenditures are 
honestly disclosed to the public. 

 Contact Ms. Tooker at (515) 281-3489 for further information.     

 


