
BEFORE THE IOWA
ETHICS AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE BOARD

Pursuant to Chapter 17A and Chapter 68B

A hearing was held on June 30, 2005 . The Board's legal counsel, Charles Smithson, and

Mr. Alexander were present by telephone . The hearing was to determine if Mr. Alexander

violated Iowa Code section 68A.402 by failing to file a January 19, 2005 campaign disclosure

report on behalf ofthe Concerned Citizens for Better Education.

At the hearing Mr. Smithson entered a motion to amend the Statement of Charges and

Notice of Hearing to specify that the violation in question was Mr. Alexander's alleged failure to

file the January report . Mr. Alexander did not contest this motion . The Presiding Officer offered

Mr. Alexander the opportunity continue the hearing ifhe needed additional time to respond to the

amended Statement of Charges . Mr. Alexander declined and stated that he was prepared to

resolve the matter.

Mr . Alexander stated that he had not been active with the committee for some period of

time and that he did not have access to the bank account or other documents in order to file the

report . He then offered to pay the $200 civil penalty that is imposed by Board rule for the late-

filed report and a letter stating that he was officially resigning from the committee .

Based on discussions between the Mr. Alexander and Mr. Smithson at the hearing, IT IS

SO ORDERED pending final approval by the Iowa Ethics and Campaign Disclosure Board :

IN THE MATTER OF : )

JOHN ALEXANDER, ) Case No. 2005 IECDB 02
In His Capacity as the Chairperson for the )
Concerned Citizens for Better )
Education Committee, ) PRESIDING OFFICER'S PROPOSED
RESPONDENT. ) DECISION and ORDER



1 . Mr . Smithson's motion to amend the Statement of Charges to clearly specify the

allegation is the failure to file a January 19, 2005 report is granted . In addition, the Presiding

Officer finds that the January 19 report was not filed as required by Iowa Code section 68A.402 .

2 . Mr. Alexander will submit a letter to the Board officially resigning from the

committee . Mr. Smithson will then notify the committee of the change in officers and work to

get the January 2005 report filed so that public disclosure is achieved .

3 . The $200 civil penalty is reduced to $50 . This determination is made in recognition of

the fact that Mr. Alexander has not been part of the committee for a period of time, had no access

to the campaign records or bank account, and the committee was required to notify the Board of

a change in committee officers .

4 . The Concerned Citizens for Better Education Committee is admonished to exercise

care in the future for violating Iowa Code section 68A.201(3) by failing to notify the Board of a

change in officers within 30 days of the date of change .

Dated this C ... MdaY of~ 2005.

(

	

10,By:
,ol

	

GErald Sullivall, Presi

Pursuant to rule 351-11 .26(1), within 14 days after the issuance ofthis proposed decision either
party may serve a statement of exceptions with the proposed decision together with a brief and
arguments . An exception shall be served by delivery of the original and five copies of each
document to the Board office . A copy of all filings shall also be served on the opposing party.
At the time of filing an exception, either party may request oral arguments . If oral arguments are
not requested, the Board will rule on the arguments raised in the briefs . If exceptions are not
filed concerning this matter the Board will automatically review this proposed decision . The
Board's decision on review of a proposed decision is a final agency action . Pursuant to the
provisions of 351-11 .27, either parry may apply for a rehearing from a final order of the Board .


